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PART A: INTRODUCTION 
 

1. Importance of the Built Heritage Resource (Recognition Of) 

The importance of the County's built heritage resource for the County is widely recognised both within the Council and beyond.  

 

A key aim of the County Development Plan, 2018-2024 is to preserve and enhance the built heritage stressing that it is as important to our cultural identity 

as the spoken and written word or verse. It further highlights the importance of our built heritage as an important asset in promoting economic 

development.  

 

One of the 7 priority goals of the Donegal Local Economic & Community Plan 2016-2022 is to value, sustain and develop our culture and creative resources.  

 

 Key themes contained in the Council's Corporate Plan, 2015-2019 are Economic Development and job creation including tourism development, the Wild 

Atlantic Way and culture and heritage. This Plan notes that: 'Protecting the environment, our culture and our heritage will continue to be a key priority for 

the organisation.’ 

 

The Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht has stated that ‘notwithstanding its vulnerability Donegal has probably the greatest concentration and 

variety of surviving vernacular architecture anywhere in Ireland.' 

 

2. Composition of Built Heritage 

The rich and varied built heritage of the County includes piers, coastguard stations and lighthouses together with its Napoleonic-era signal towers dotted 

along coastline and the forts and batteries along the Lough Swilly and Lough Foyle; larger country houses and estates concentrated in the more fertile 

landscapes of the county; important public buildings and a legacy of religious buildings ranging from early ecclesiastical sites such as the place of pilgrimage 

at Lough Derg to the modern churches designed by Liam McCormick. It is becoming increasingly recognised that this heritage has a key part to play in 

promoting economic prosperity not only in terms of the key visitor attractions and iconic structures such as Fanad Lighthouse and Glenveagh Castle, but 

also by contributing to the attractiveness of the County in terms of its living and working conditions.  

 

3. Additions to the Record of Protected Structures 

The last additions to the Record were made in 2018. This is a work programme following on from the Additions 2018. It consists of a total of 3 structures 

which have been proposed by either a Member of the Public or the owner of the structure, to be added to the Record of Protected Structures (RPS), over 

the past year. 

 



5. Procedures 

 

Individual owners/occupiers have been notified directly. As well as the hard copies of the relevant Schedules having been made available in the Council's 

offices and libraries, details have also been uploaded onto, and may be viewed at, the Council's website www.donegalcoco.ie  

Newspaper notices have been published in the relevant areas alerting the public to the project. 

Submissions/observations may be made in writing by anyone to the undernoted at the address given below in relation to any of the structures 

within the period of 10 weeks from Thursday 25
th

 July, 2019 to Thursday 3rd October, 2019. The Council must then make a final decision on the 

proposed addition or otherwise within a further period of 12 weeks from the end of the said 10 week period (i.e. decision must be made by no later 

than Thursday 26
th

 December, 2019). These decisions will be made at Municipal District, as opposed to Plenary Council, level. 

 

Collette Beattie, 

A/Conservation Officer, 

Community, Enterprise and Planning Services Directorate, 

Donegal County Council, 

25
th

 July, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PART B: PROPOSED ADDITIONS by GEOGRAPHICAL AREA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SECTION 1 PROPOSED INISHOWEN 

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT 

 
 

 



 
National 

Inventory of 

Architectural 

Heritage 

(NIAH) 

Reference. 

No. 

Type of 

Structure 

Photo Name  Location Description Appraisal Special Interest 

40901830 Lighthouse 

keeper’s 

house 

Dunree 

lighthouse 

Dunree, 

Inishowen 

Attached three-bay single-storey 

lighthouse keeper's house, built 1875, 

with single-bay lean-to wings to both 

gables, single-bay entrance porch to 

front, canted bay to west with 

polygonal lighthouse (40901801). 

This attractive lighthouse keeper's house 

associated with Dunree Lighthouse (see 

40901829), which connects to this 

dwelling to the west. Robustly 

constructed of local rubble stone 

masonry, this building retains its early 

form and character. 

Architectural 

Social 

 

 

 



 

 

SECTION 2 PROPOSED LETTERKENNY 

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT 

 

 



National 

Inventory of 

Architectural 

Heritage 

(NIAH) 

Reference. 

No. 

Type of 

Structure 

Photo Name  Location Description Appraisal Special Interest 

40819002 Barracks Rathmullan 

coastal 

Battery 

Main Street, 

Rathmullan 
Former coastal battery, built c. 1813, 

comprising a two-storey blockhouse or 

'bombproof barrack' on five-sided plan 

with mildly battered walls flanked by 

single-storey rubble stone curtain walls to 

the north and south (formerly with single-

storey buildings to interior, now 

demolished), and with D-shaped traversing 

platform to the west (adjacent to coast) 

with five gun emplacements (on circular 

plan). Five former gun emplacements (on 

circular-plan) set along the interior of 

enclosure to the east side (overlooking 

Lough Swilly). Located to the east side of 

Rathmullan adjacent to the shores of 

Lough Swilly. Enclosure surrounded by dry 

moat with steep grass glacis to north-west. 

Sunken roadway to the west. 

This impressive 

Napoleonic-era 

coastal fortification is 

an important element 

of the built heritage 

and history of County 

Donegal. Despite 

some modifications 

over the years, and 

recent works to create 

a museum, it retains 

much of its stark and 

original character and 

form. It is one of six 

such coastal batteries 

and Martello towers 

that were established 

along Lough Swilly to 

defend against 

possible French 

invasion during the 

Napoleonic Wars of 

the early years of the 

nineteenth century 

(there was an 

attempted landing in 

Lough Swilly by a 

Architectural 

Historicall 



French fleet under the 

command of the 

Hoche in 1798 with a 

force of some 8,000 

men that was repelled 

at sea); these formed 

part of a wider group 

erected at this time at 

strategic locations 

along the Irish 

coastline and along 

the River Shannon 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SECTION 3 STRANORLAR MUNICIPAL 

DISTRICT 

 

 



National 

Inventory of 

Architectural 

Heritage 

(NIAH) 

Reference. 

No. 

Type of 

Structure 

Photo Name  Location Description Appraisal Special Interest 

40832013 Public 

House 

Mannies Bar Main Street 

Convoy 
Detached corner-sited six-bay 

single-storey public house and 

dwelling with attic level, built c. 

1860, having three-bay public 

house to the east end and 

three-bay dwelling to the west 

end. Various modern single- and 

two-storey extensions to the 

rear (south) and to the south-

east. Formerly also in use as a 

post office. Pitched thatched 

roof to original building have 

raised rendered verges to the 

gable ends (east and west), and 

with three smooth rendered 

chimneystacks (one to either 

gable end and one offset to the 

west side of centre. Roughcast 

rendered walls over smooth 

rendered plinth course, and 

with raised render block quoins 

to the corners 

This attractive and substantial 

public house with attached 

dwelling, of mid-to-late 

nineteenth century date, retains 

much of its early character and 

form despite some modern 

interventions and the 

construction of modern additions 

to the rear. The irregular spacing 

and sizing of the openings to the 

main elevation creates an 

appealing vernacular appearance, 

while the retention of a number 

of the timber sliding sash 

windows and the early doors and 

inner doors to the public house 

adds to its integrity. Of particular 

significance is the survival of the 

thatched roof, which is now 

becoming an increasingly rare 

feature in Donegal, particularly in 

the towns and villages in the 

county. There were formerly a 

number of thatched buildings in 

Convoy, including a terrace of 

thatched houses to the east side 

of the Church of Ireland church 

Architectural 

Social 

technical 



(see 40832011), of which this 

building is the last survival. This 

building was formerly in use as a 

post office c. 1860 - 1910 

(Griffith's Valuation map c. 1860 

and Ordnance Survey twenty-five 

inch map of 1906, which adds 

another level of social and local 

significance to this building. This 

appealing thatched building 

occupies a landmark corner site 

to the east end of the centre of 

Convoy, and makes a strongly 

positive contribution to the 

streetscape of the village. 

 

 

 


